‘S-FLL‘ emancipation, Blacks
in Champagn County have
experienced a rich and Interest-
ing history. In order to study
and understand their Ristory, 1
is MPCFant T |-c|||:|w H:_1'.-.' and
whiy the bulk of the Black pop-
ulation arrived during this 100
vear period, The first wave
arrived after Blacks were grant-
el their freedom in 1865, Tha
mmediate posthellum period
saw many Blacks migrating to
differienit sections of the coun-
trv, hoping to provide better
lives ror theelr families, Later, in
the early twentieth century,
Blacks migrated from hordes
and southern states (jprirmarly
Kentecky, Tenmessee, Missouri,
Indiana.Mississippi and
Leorgial seeking jobs in the
industrialized nortkhern =00 ety
Since the primary mode of
travel was by train, an
Ch.!n‘l.".l:li'r:"l County wag locabsd
along major railway routes,
Boah major migraticns resulted
in Blacks deciding to reside in
Champaign County. To illus-
trate the chamge in the number
of Blacks in Champaign
County, the census shows that
the “first wave" of Black migra-
tion (late 1860 through 1880
resulied in an increase from 48
Blacks in 1860 to 231 in 1870
and 462 h‘:,-' 1BAD, Further,
fraery 1900 ta 1920, the number
of Blacks in Champaign County
friphed from 551 to 1,620,

BLACK HISTORY

BLACKS IN CHAMPAIGN
COUNTY, 1865-1970

Ag sipnificant numbers of
Blacks arrived in Champaign
County, they beman to build
and develop their own institu-
fions (i.e churches, businesses,
social groups, etc.l. This hap-
pened primarily for Bwo res:
sons, First, many of the esiah-
lishet institutions in
Champaign County excluded
Blacks from joining them,
second, Blacks migrated to
sstablish economic and social
freesdom; thus, separate institu-
tipns were not necessarily prab.
lermatic for Blacks in
Champaign County

The church was a primary
institution for Blacks o achiewve
social independence and stabil-
ity. The two earliest churches
in Champaign County were
Bethel A58 E. Church ancl
Salem Baptist Church,

Mnather institution estab-
lished for the social welfare of
Champaign County Blacks was
|_.|If'.||..'|.:l.1-'w'- l::ur"'"ulllu"ur',' f:f_“.'l[l;'r
Deglicated on Seplember 23,

IN CHAMPAIGN COUNTY

1945, the center was founded
in response b social segrega-
tion ang inadequate recnea-
ticsrial facilities in the Black

COrmTunity.

Economically, Blacks in
I._l‘.."u'l'!|':.'|i'_:,'||'| Ii:r_||||'|r-..I AR FTICIE
restricted. Throughout the late
nineteanth and twentieth cen
turies, Blacks weare lbmibed
moastly o railroad, domestic,
and day labor. However, same
Blacks were successful in estab-
lishing their own businesses
ard owning their own farms.
For example, George W. Smith
of Raymond Township pur-
chased B acres of land around
1876, anl l&"l.rl':rlluﬂﬂl,' e
437 acres. Blacks also estab-
lished smaller scale businesses
such as harbershops, stodes,
and clegnern,

The significant confributions
the Black community has made
t the development of
Champaign County is evident
in all aspects of life, The diver-
sity that Champaign-Urbana is
farmous for can be attributed in
great part to its Black history,
Froam business, o the arfs, o
religion the Alfcan -American
beritage 15 alive and thriving,
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BUSINESS

Althomegh Blacks in Charigadign
County have alwavs experienced
limsited econamic apgsartunities,
am entrepreniEuridl spiet continued
to surface, aspecially af the tuen of
Phee century and arownd Workd
War [l The first decade has besen
tlescribed as the “period of induss
trial advancemsenl,” and as a
result, Blacks entered inbo manu-
facturing jobs, Warld War (1
brought absout more industrial and
technological advancement, and
also a shortage of available labor;
thus Blacks were plven a chance
in jolzs proviously clesed o them,
Compared to the congditions tha
they had grown accustomed ta,
both of these eras wera oppartuni
fimes for Blacks to apeh bisl-
nizsses, Some Blacks were begin-
ping to secure hefier paying jobs,
resulting into more expendable
incami in Champaion Counby's
Black commurities.

Although the economic candi-
finns of same Blacks impsaved
during these periods, the overal|

eronomic development of
Champalgn County's Black com-
rriunities wias stagnant when com:
pared toowhite communities, This.
for Blacks who did cavn anid opear-
Abe busimesses, fhe fEnum wilk usu-
ally shoet or seasonal, Furher,
mias] nf the buasinesses were run
out of homes or places with low
iverhsad costs. For example,
sorve Alack Entreprenagurs opserat-
ed fruit and food stands inthe
summar while athers operated cor-
s stores, laundries, and barer-
shaaps oul af their homes,

Oine example of a longlasting
Black-pwned husiness that started
in the first third of the wentieth
century was Van's Barhier Ship.
Started in 1937, Van's original
cawner, Mr. Yan Thampson,
remained actively imalved inthe
harbershop well into the 1970,
Although he received anly an
eighth grade education and had ne
farmal Barber iraining, &,
Thampson's shop prospered Tor
many years in the basement of a
bullding located at 29 Maim Street.

Amather Black cwned business
with a long tenure was Tinsley's

DOUGLASS

COMMUNITY CENTER

Blacks in Champaign County nol

oy suffered economic restrlction,
but experenced social segregaton
qlh W I"”
arate and r'n.]l:lr;lﬂu.l[l:- communal
facilities far Champaign-Lrbana
Blacks, the Dowplass

In response o having wep-

Commiinity Center was founded in
thse marly 19305, Mamed alter
Frederick Douglass, the Center was
knwen as the “Meighhorhood
House® unill the sarly 1940s. With
thie bzl of pubshic funds
and private domatians,
a nieny huileling was
bailt in 1945, Since
beginning in the
; 1050, the Douglass
A Community Centor
bus not anly served
a5 a p|m;1= fnr feCme-
ational activilies,
bt -alsn as a sbruc-
furidl reminder of

cleamers, Chpening in 1931,
Finsley's Cleaners was owned and
operatisd iy Mr, and &, Kiscoe
Tinsley, Some of the seivices
ofiered were cleaning. pressing,
and alterations. The cleanem also
proylded a pickup and delivery
sBryiCe 1o it cusbomers. Temsley's
Cleansrs was In business until it
closed its dooes 1n the early 19708,

THE FAMILY

The rich heritage and tradition of
Champaign County Blacks expanids
bwsyanid the boundaries of
Champatgn and Urbana. As mar
hack as the postbellum period
fafter the Civil Warl, Blacks hawve
been a significant part of
Champalgn County's development.
An example of 2 Black family
achieving high status before the
1900: ks Broadland's Smith family,
Mo than ane hurdred vears ago.
Cieorge Smith, an escaped slave
fram Tennesses, migraled o cen-
ital Ulimois to become e of the
first Black landowners in the sate,
Starting with the puschase of eighty
acres in 1876, Smith increased hHis
land haldings 6 foast hundsad thir-
iy seven acres by the eariy 19005
The amount and valee of the
Smith Larst] continued o grow
throughout the sary 19005, Atter
his death, his youngest son, John
Smith, took over the tarm and
increased the land boldings 1o
approsimately sis hundred acres.
[eshn Smith maindained the farm for
ahout forty years before rmetiring
and passing it on to his son Charles
in the 19505, Charles managed the
farm until his death In 1966,
Diespite the farm's activiy declin-
I aftar th death af Charles, the
last remaining ancestors of George
Smith decided] 1 kesp the property
in thve famidy, . The family 5 nod
pnly cammitied 1o keeping the
fivrm, bl alsi sharing the acoom-
plishrments of their histery with

f,h'm'm"tn'_h young people in hopes of keeping
IR Oy Cienme Smith's tremendous
coruanl preakin CEMET CMTILATRE UICY. achievements alive,
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THE
CHURCH

Thiroushowul higtiesry, the chureh
has servesd as-a political, social,
and spiritual home jor Blacks in
the Limted Staies. Certainly this
was the Case for Champaign
County Black comimuinil ies
Champaign Coonty established a
rich aml prosperous charch com
munity in the second hali of the
a0, and comtinued o oy and
develop with the addition of morne
churches throwghaout the 1900+,
T oof thes parliest [;-rL-i:Irurri.ﬂ.11El|=_,-
Black churches founded in
Ehampmgnl Conty wers Bethel
Alrican Melthodies Episcopal
Church and Salem Baptist Church.

The earliest rmcard of the {ound-
ing af Bethe] AME Church dates
Bk fo the Civil YWar period af
1B63-64. Inthe church's hegin-
nirgL (he members pooled topether
fumede bo build & small bullding on
Park Avenue. About a decacle |aler
(THF TS, the chumch purchased
some property and moved tha
church, Growih in membership of
the church was gradual, resulting
in the baufiding of a new church in
1852, Az this new church became
older and the membership contin-
ued o ncrease, IF was cecided in
the 1940 that Bathel would be
rebuailt. Adter a long and commie-
s effeart a revw and M)
Bizthel was dedicated in 195%.
Bethel has undesaone considerahle
phvsical ehamse since 1959, bul
s importantly, e church con-
finued to serve e many needs of
its rrEmbers, gl the averal
£ |1.|r'||.|i;.;|| Cownty Black cormrmi-
rity, For example, over the years
Bethel establishid a church
orchestra, libeary, a park whene
chilelren could play, and a mesting
place for university stutlents,

The present-day church known
a5 Salem Haptiet was (oundead
around 16T under the name of
Second Baptist Chorch, Although
the firsi chureh burhesd deawr in

The church remained
Sacnrd Haplisd Liridi] 3
FaiTE o |1.||1H|' I Salem
Baptist Church occurred
al the baginning of the
19041, Also during this
time a new church wag
eresciet] af 500 Fast Park
steeet, Although the
| naimse and bullding changed. the

church kept its religious wiskon by
serving the needs ol ds members
darul these outside of the church.
The church's cantinweal growih and
develapment reached an apex
with the building of an education
anney in the lake 1950s,
While Bethel amd Salem were
| bt caf that marliess, some churches
such as Canaan Missicnasy Baptist
Church, lemcho *issionorny Bapdisg
Chureh Mormingstar Fraewil |
Baptist Church, Mount CHive
Baptist Church, Sew Fresslil
| Baptist Church, and 5, Luke's
CWE, Pilgrim Missionary Bapdist
Church and Church of The Living
ol haye all comtributed o the
grivwvth and developmant of the
Champaign County Black
commurnities,

thé TT0s, itk members demon-
sfrated their commiment o sepree |
by usimng a reriles] fa i"il',' unitil a

newy Chiurch was built on East

Clark Siredit in Champaign

TRIVIA TIME

Trivia Question: Can you name the members of the 1957
Champaign Eagles Baseball team? Answers are on the right,
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ANMUAL AFRICAN-

AMERICAMN EVENTS

#C-Li Dy - second Safurday in August

=artin Luther King Colebration -
Sunday on or before his birthday
{Jamuary 15]

*Douglass Senior Stvle Show - fourth
Sunday in September

#Calillion - second week in Agril

=Black Read In - first Sundav
in February

sSummerFest - Saturday, June 17
this yvear

s Cotton Club - held in February ithis
vear Feb, 25)

*Black Expo WHCP - first wesskentd
im April

wBlack Diallars - Labor Dy weskersd

of Champaign Counly. |f yau have any
information you would like 1o share
with the Black History Commities,
please contact Barbara MeGes af the
Diouglass Annex, 217-3968-2572,

WHO WAS THE FIRST N
CHAMPAIGN COLNTY?
Black doctor, Black dertiss, Black
teacher, Black barber Black business,
Black city counciiman, Black U af i
ductend, Black halrdresser,

We are inferestad in gathering infor-
mation on “firsts” in the Black histary

WHO WE ARE...

The Champaign County Black History
Commiites, a volunleser commiites
under thee spansorship of the Early
American Musaum and the
Champaign Park District, i compiling
a historical pamphlet tracing Alrican-

| American history in Champaign

County. It i the committee’s mission
to gather, chronicle and preserve the
heritage that has been such an integral
part of the establishment and growth of
Champaign County, There is informa-
ticon that needs to be recorded before it
ks lost forever. We are asking your
help. We are interested in pictures,
documents, newspaper clipplngs,
ecraphocks, family chronicles - what-
ever you have that would help trace
the Black community in Champaign
County from 1865 lar before) to 1970,

— ==\,

Champaign-Urbana Corverdion & Yistors Bursau

P.Q. Box 1807
Champaign, IL G1E24-1607

7 chan
S i gyenbeone

Chal histores can also |1!.|_!,- an
extremely important part in establish-
ing 4 link 1o the past. Please help us
pass on your history to the children so
it will never be forgatten. If vou have
information you would ke & share
with the committee, please contact
Barbara Molas at fhe Dosuplass
Amnex, 217-198:-2572,

The: Champalgn-Lishana Conviention &
Visiiors Buresi is groud 1o produce e first
Thseiuigh the Weamn newsleghe. 11 s ol vikal
importance (0 presens our past for fidume
femeralions. This is just a small bBeginning
We look toreard o contirmesd (Avalvement
with tha Chamgpalin Cownty Black Histoey
Comenditee. The Convention & Wislore
Bureau m commitied to thes project and we
hape vou will feed as strongly as we thai
ihis commities Is doing an rvalualls s
vige b the community. Bul, they can't do it
ale - ey nesd your help,

We wwould like 1o thank pepropns wla
vilungoernd their Hme 1o make ihis
nerweslefier & mality. A special thanks maes
20 o Buss Wiggindon who devoted many
hours of reseanch Tor this project. It s much
appreciated, (2-39-95-1 300




