iy Maudie Edward

I was borm in Pulaskd, a small vil-
lage in Southern inois. There 1 w-
tended elementary school from the firsi
through the eighth grades in a small,
all Megro two rooam achood howse. | was
barssed ten miles to the Dougliss H:.i..:!'|
Hehool, i Mounds, and afer graduoa-
tion, enralled m the Southem inods
Teacher's College (now called South-
em [inos Limversity | at Carbondale
Al the l.'|I|'!I|'l|l:,'.'||l|| of wis Vears, | was
awarded o Teachar's Certificnte and
hegan my weaching career in small coun
Iry schools in the '”"L:'“' of Ulmstead.
Muounds City and Ullin, Minois., Mean-
while, [ aended summer school and
night classes al Southem Ninois Un
versity, Carbondale, uniil T completed
my Bachelor's and Master's Degrees,
Also during the summers, | attended
nighi closses Il-'il:|:\"||,' 1'r_-|1|_-|-,|rln. m
Detroit, Michigan, and two sumimers at
the University of Denver, [ was soll
teaching m Uitin, MiEnoks ar the fme the

Meralie Edvicimly, sranafing for righd, witk Ber clagr ar D0ir, JL 1957.54

descgregation of schools was pending
ond decided it was time to move on, so
[ come to l'."l|_|r|||:h1||_3n_ inois in 1950
ancd wikh hired os u first geade teacher
al the Booker T, Wishington Elemen-
tary School working with children who
necdded special help,

Four years later, Project Promise
ciame into baing, which invalved chil-
dren with high potentinl. but who were
wionrking below average, The clusses
were made up of children, both Negro
wiwd White, selected from mast of the
clementary schoods in Unit 4, T speni
fover years with thit prograrm

After Project Promise | was asked
1o reuen 1o waork with the Lob School
al the Booker T. "-Jl-.]:"]'llll!.',,lilll Elemien-
tary School, This program was under
the supervision of the University of 11-
linois College of Education, Depart
mint of Elementary Edsication with
emphasis an moath ond science
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v Darn Heouking

On August 3, 1934, the News
Crazerre reported that Miss Mae B,
Huwkins was 1o be the first Colored
teacher hired in the Champaign public
school system, Miss Hawkins wis
emploved foteach af Lawhead School
at 2 salary of 590 per month and she
wirttld be teaching Colored pupils
exclusively, Miss Hawking pradusted
from Nlineds State Mormal University
und pitended the National Kindergar-
b School of Evanston, She did her
praciioe teaching at Morma] and
Digcatar

[n 1956, Taylor Thamas wiks the
first Black teacher and loter adminis-
iritor emiploved in the Ulrbang schiosol
system. He mapght history and socinl-
oy i the junior and senior high
schiools and the siudents dedicated
their yearbook to him in 19461,
Ihomas was named Assistan Princi-
pitl of Urbana High School in 1968,
and fiour vears laver becime Assisianl
Superintendent lor Siudent Services,
i position he held uniil his retirement
in 1977.

Thormas was the st in his
younger years as weall: he was the
only Black student a1t Calumbia
School in Charmpaign when he
etilered the first arede. He continusl
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Reaching Out
To Teach
Qur Children

‘The most bonuti ful #aung we con
experiince is the mysterious. N 8
o soderee of Frue arf and scieRce,

Albert Eilngtein

fv Raerhors Giillespre: Wiesdineton

Heing o science educator. | love
the mystenousness of science, Faop
some years 've desired (o make some
valughle contribution to my comimu-
ity With great interest in scientific
study, | thought this could be an
avenue to tedeh and share with the
Blsck children | love so deasly, and
hopefully mitke a difference.

Science is not the preferred
subjeet of cholce among pur Black
children, | have tught many summer
science closses in the Urbana School
ristrier. Many times there were no
Black chaldren in my classes. In ime,
the number of Blecks increased
shightly, This concerned me, | dis-
cussed this with some of the children,
Listening 1o their experiences. [oould
better understand why they chied
away from a subject that could proye
ey bt sicpcemically lethal, comples
and overpowenmg. “Bead the book.
regurgifate the focts™ This wos the
expressed method of science instrue-
tion fior so many. Science should be
w1 mivech mose,

In my stodies. top authories n
child paychology and leaming, had
much o say ahoul how children Jeirmn
b=, Puiger's work emphasized the
fdea thal children peed concreie
hands-on experiences. Brunner also
taight thisl concrate exXperiences
should be heavily emphosized in
childhoosd learning, Efforts such as
Project 2061 wnd the Mational
Science Education Standard call for a
major reformation of science educa-

o

Hetrturen Ciillespie-Winddrglon

tion in Amernc. That reformation
movies fext book orientation o mose
hunds-on sctivity based instruction

Ag o science educator, 1 strive o
fucilitale science expariences using 4
hands-on approach that sparks
children’s interest, For the past seven
vears, Don Mover Boys ond Crirds
Club his been the major site for
sharing miy science leaching skills in
the community. My approach is o
invilve chilidren in scienee this
capitalizes on expressions of wonder
tor encourage bearming.

Ench summer, | coordinate and
tench an intense six week science
camp. The program is supported by
Project S.E AR CH.. University of
[Hinms. This past semmer, Covendnt
Medical Center provided additional
support, During this scrence camp.
children are involvesd in hands-on,
minds-on experiences that drow
profoamd reactions of pleasres,
powerfully encournging science
learning and language developiel,
Children ure unxions fo be invelyved, |
ilsa serve as a Board Member of the
Crrpheum Children's Science Museum
and valunteer in providing scicnce
expenences for children there. Justa
few weeks ago while on duty, 1 had
the privilege of imeracting with some
iof the children from Bethel A ME,
Church Sundoy School and their very

fine leaders and eachers. [T was quie
exhilierating to observe them und
listen to their exchunge of observa-
i, | wias thrilled they chose 1o
come and explore.

[t°s & jov for involve children in
menningiul concrete expeaneniss o
encich ter background, and provide
new understanding, Childnen e
scientists ot play. They develop their
ickeas about the world based on
experiences with real things. Moy
some of these shored expeniences
prowide inspiration enough o encour-
age mare young Black bovs and girls
i) pursue careers in the intriguing
wisild of seience.

MalUDIE
confimed frien page !

Teaching first grade was for me,
the greatest enpoyment and | leamed to
develop many wiys to tewch, for o me
endch child wis important. Listen o the
child, look for something he or she can
do well and try nod 1o put them in an
embarmssing sitvotion so thot they en-
joy corming o school. In addition, plan-
ming extrocumicalar activities, 1.e, ar,
drama with participation of each child
in writing plays andfor scting, story
telling and Field wips, all of which
hélped 1w spirk his or her imiggination
ond allow him or her to frecly express
themselves, thus inspiring them wy want
for e,

Following nyy tenure at the Booker
T. Washington Elementary School, |
winns s ferred o Robeson Elementary
Sehood to eweh Ge E:l‘m..l..- where | re-
miained until my retirement in 1955,

Adier retitement, and because of
my love for children and teaching, |
bBeaan lotoring of the Douglass Annes
and later moved 1o the Douglass Brunch
Librury amd the Strafton Elementary
Schiool
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EDUCATION FIRSTS

cortined frur page |

his education at Gregory Sohoal
through the seventh erode, atended
the old Chimpaizn High Schoal for
elghth arnde, nnd entered high school
i whial v iow Edisoa Jusido ||.__'||
School. He enmed his Bachelor’s
Degree froin Tennessee SmieTeschers
[ ':-II|'|_;|,'_ stuched m the exlension
proarims of Indiand State and Inois
Stute Mormal Universitaes, and
pecelved his Master's Degree and on

Advanced Certl eate i Educateional

d
Y
Administration froom the University ol o
L mesi= .
pe ; R Taylor Thowmas Wae Hawkins
e i NfPeCIEE WETERT o lI_|| (IR

Amprricnn edcatars i e

Chamgpaipn Cownry pabilic sehoal
rvifemn We readize thix fz net o
conprleie livting. Please confock ns
with anv addittons or changes.
Thoek veud

Lemvheagd Sihiood Willerd Selvand
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| Through the years collections of papers, photographs,

documents of individuals, families and organizations of
the African American community have been discarded or
st becnuse there were no local programs 1o seek out and
preserve such materials. Recognizing this fact, the
Champaign County African American History Commit-
fee, a volunteer committee under the sponsarship of the
Early American Museum and the Champaign Park
District, was orginized in 1992, The mission of this
committee s to work with Iocal individuals and organi-
zations from Champaign County and the surrounding
area to help organize and preserve historical reconds
dealing with the African American experience in
Chumpaign County

The Champaign County African
American History Committee
gratefully acknowledpexs both the
Champaign-Urbana Comvention &
Visitors Bureaw and National City
Bank for sponsoring the printing of

Through the Years,

.

Throuigh the Years is o bionnuol newsletter fentunng
imdividuals, fumilies. community groups and instititions.
Jain us in preserving this heritage and keeping African
American history alive all yeuar. I vou are interested in
receiving this newsletter, joining the Commitiee, loaning
materinls or sharing information, please call the Eary
American Museom at 21 T/586-2612,

Please help us spread the word! Feel
free o xerox this newslerter and share
it with vour friends.

Yisit our website at: http://www prairienct.org/years




AFRICAN-AMERICAN EDUCATORS
THROUGH THE YEARS IN CHAMPAIGN COUNTY

Roze Adkiszon *
Giloria Avant
Bruce Allen

Sandra Banks
James Barnes

Deelln Beck

Kren Lee Beckrum
Carlyn Blackwell
Cynitua Blakely
Tavonndo Blanden
Moelissn Bolden
Blandon Bondorant *
Murial Bondurant
il Boaraell
Cassendria Bovia
Wilbum Bowles
Janice Bradley *
Rozemner Brimion
Carolyn Brown
Chnstini Brown
Dionne Brown
Monva Brown

Mina Brown

Pattie Bames Brown
Melissandra Browning

Sheila D, Capers
Johnny Carey *
LC. Camline
Bernon Ciarradine
Coleman Carradine
(ilenn Carter
Margpureste Corter *
Henrine Casey
James Casey *
Darrellyn Childress
Johin Chrisiopher
Joe Clark

Mareia Clark
Daonis Clements
Annda B, Coleman
Beverly Coleman
Bempdine Conner
Liucille Covington
Ben E. Cox, St
lona Crm

Vickie Cromwell
JoAnn Crosky

D Lowis Dralton #

Dyanne Dandridge

L5, Davidson *

Beulah Davis

Lizzie Davis (Johnson) =
Lenora DeBoe

Rita Disroe

Ciloma Dixon

Lisa Craye Dixon
Christing E, Doninldson
Esther Turley Donaldson
Jezsie Dol dson

Chock Douglas

Cilsdys Downing

Bennie Drake

Bennie Droke, Ir
Churdes Drake

Sharon Dunlap

Mlaudie Edwards
Ruthie Edwards
Vanessa Elom
Crysual El Jamal
Angeala English
Ollie Evans

Brenda Foster
Muxine Foster
Barbara Fruncis
Miriam Fulle

Gietrude Garth

Benita A. Gay

Barbara G. Gillespie {Washingion)
Vermnessa Cripaon

Senmie Goines

blichelle Gront

s |,|I!|‘|I_l,l Gireen

Alvin Griggs #

Temelra Grommeier

Mury E. Gwinn

Cieegrory T, Hall

Jnpheth Hall

Eulz Hamilion

Uir. Cleveland Hommaonds *
C1idf Hirden

Eluine Harmon

Lewvette Harmmon

Aptheny Harris

J

Jake Hamis
Ludella Harria
Jumes Huyes, Jr.
Michae]l Heaven
Ludonna b. Helm
Anne Henderson
Beverly Hendricks
Gloria Hendricks
Deloris Henry *
Ceorge Herts *
Marthell C. Hicks
Brenda Hill
Stacey T. Hill
Caml P. Hines
Kared Hae
Alexandria Holloway
Valerie Halmes
Caretta Hughes
Sylvia Hughes
Bobby Hunt

Caml Dixon-Hunt
Roslyn Hunt
Carolyn Honter
Wilma Hunter
Betty J. Hursey
Mary Louise Hursey (Sullivan)

Basil Ince
Lagien Ince
Jennifer I, Ivory

Carolyn Juckson
Henry Jackson
Eelvin T. Juckson
Liza D). Jackson
Mary Esther Jackson
Edward Jenkins
Emly Jenkins
Cruyle M. Jeffries ®
Carolyn A. Jenking
Cardvle Johnson
Emma Johnson
John Johnson
Marguernite Johnson
Mechele B, Johnson
Teretha B Johmson
Betty Jones

Beny B, Jones
Cecelia lones




L

Geraldine Jones
Harben Jones
Muarion Jones
Michae] Jones
Shirlene C. Jones *
Thomas A, Jomes

Ren e Kamett
Ozella Kelker
Bertha Kent
Charlie Kent
Jessie Knight

[kom Langston
Creraldine Lee ®
Hevsete Leigh

Benita Lewis

Putricia Lewis ®

Mae Hawkins-Lombard
Yvere Long

Donold B, Love *
Judith Lyles

M Kevin Malope ®

Rhoddn Malone

Kim Manka

Phyilzs Mann

Gloria Mapson
Jacgueline A. Matthaws
Gernldine Mayfield

Rae Mazych

Henry O, Mepres *
Trudi C. Melvin
Carolyn Martinez-Miller
Grce E. Mitchell
Yvanne Mock *

Muagdeline Moyfeld-Moore

Churles Mogras, Ir
Joan Murphy

MC Bessie MceKinmey
durphy MocKinney
Lonnie MceEnight
Ruth Calimess McMurruy #
Wilbern McMurray
Federick McMary

N
O

Patricia L., Metiles

Sylvia Cklen

Jo Dhiso Osngie
Leonord Osbome
Wilma Osborme
Daphine Osler

F' Linda Page

Bermice Pulmer
Eddie Palmer
Priscilla M. Polmer *
Giloria Parrish
Eleudella Potterson
Ericka L. Paterson
Mudge Paul
Magnolin Puul
Hattie Paulk ®
Minnie Pearson
Phyllis A, Peete
Robert Peete

Mury Peppers
John Pickens

Alice PFirtle

Eelvin Pollard, Ir,
McLenda Pollard
Bernice Pope
Glodys L. Pope
Gwenetie Posey
Delores K. Powell
Sylvia Powell
Envih D. Preacely
Mury Preston
Shirley Price
Demetria Purchase

Casinda J. Queen

Mildred Ranson ®
Ren'ee L. Renfro
Eunice Rivers

Doris Robinson
Marian Robinson
Betty Neshitt-Raowell
Ametia Rodgers *
Yvetne Lane-Hose

Janie . Saxton
Halestine Sessions
Borbara Shores
Moark Sikora
Doretha Simmons *
Larry Simmions
Brenda Smith
Chorlene Smith
Dreien Dravis-Smith
Joyee Smith *
Lilltan Smith

Sam Smith
Sharecka Somers
Donald Stewart

Sharon Stewart
Stephanic Stewarn
Monita Stiggers
Claudine Stovall
Eenneth Stration #
Hester Suggs®
Howird Sumbler, Ir,
Wilenon Summeryville
Willle T. Summerville
Charlotte Sydnor

Angeln Owens-Toylos
Willie A, Taylor
Henry Tenneyson
Elrine Terry

Jarmes Terry

Marshn Terry
Rayco L, Terry
Carolyn M. Theard
Carmelita Thomas *
Taylor Thomas *
Dravid Tilghman

Pat Tillman

U'Lyna M. Trice

Evelyn B. Underwond
Pegay Usher

Dorothy Vickers-Shelley

Mary Francis Walden
Ben Walton

Evelyn F. Walion
Brandon T, Washington
Pally W, Washington®
Parricia Welch

Odelin Wesley *
Brenda Wigpins
HBertha Williams

Dian Willizms

Tvy Williams

Mary Hailey-Williams
Marv L. Willinrms
Preston Willinms, Jr. ®
Rebecon Williams
Winmle Wilson®
Jamee Wintrey

Ann T, Yarber
Bessie Young

Judy Zachary
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